[image: image1.wmf][image: image2.png]



What is ADI?

It is a non-governmental organization, non-profitable without any religious or political affiliation, created to promote the knowledge, respect and defense of children´s rights set forth by our National Constitution. 

Which are its goals?

·  To transmit to the community the new legal frame and the new concept of childhood sustained by the International Convention of Children´s Rights, emphasizing on the leading role of its actors. 

·   To promote the necessary institutional transformations to guaranty the complete fulfillment of those rights. 

·  To generate and support spaces which allow the exercise of children´s rights, making a special emphasis on the amusement and recreation, self-expression and social participation.

Who integrates ADI?

A group of members that every two years renew the executive committee of the entity and a group of professionals and technicians that participate in its projects.

Likewise, we promote the integration of voluntary agents who are trained on the different actions that it develops.  

The Executive Committee members are:

President

Prof. Nora Pulido
Vice-president

Lic. Estela Grinbank

Secretary

Lic. María Colombo

Treasurer

Lisa Di Cione
Co-treasurer

Dra. Mirta Robilotte

Control Body

 Lic. Raquel Teuler

The New Concept of Childhood

The International Convention on Children´s Rights (UN 1989) was enacted as a National Law 23.849 in 1990 and since 1994 it is part of our National Constitution.

The Convention, on whose principles our action is based, marks a transformation on the way of understanding childhood and its application requires deep changes on the way of facing the situations that involve children and adolescents on their relationship with adults and Government.

Like the preceding Declarations, the Convention conceives children as a vulnerable group with right to special protections, but unlike them, it also regards them as holders of a wide range of liberties comparable to those of adults, with the only exception of political rights - i.e. to vote or to have access to the political functions – and the only limitations imposed by children capabilities which adults are obliged to properly guarantee, respect and guide.  
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Children´s Rights: A Shared Task
ADI works together with other national or international entities with which it shares the common goal of promoting and defending children´s rights.

Since 1995, ADI receives the support of Rädda Barner (Save the Children Sweden) to develop a variety of projects, especially at school.   
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ADI Integrates the NGO´s Group of Childhood and Adolescence
Course of Action

To fulfill its objectives, it develops the following course of action:

· PARTICIPATION, promoting and supporting the creation of spaces which guarantee the leading role of children and adolescents.

· INVESTIGATION about the social situation of childhood and the opinion of children on social problems.

· TRAINING of human resources working in the social management, governmental and non-governmental, to guide their task to the respect, promotion and defense of children´s rights. 

· DIFUSSION of children´s rights through campaigns in the different fields and through the massive media.

· PRODUCTION OF MATERIALS for diffusion and teaching, in line with its projects.

School Government

The project School Government aims to create a permanent structure of organization of children at EGB (Basic General Education) Schools which enables all students, from the first grades, to participate in the development of projects for their schools and neighborhoods and to elect, every year, the group of schoolmates  that they consider better to represent them and to put into practice everybody´s projects.

It suggests the organization of the children´s work in Working Commissions common for all participating grades and schools, which enables the development of shared projects among students from different grades and schools.
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The organization in Commissions also allows to link all curriculum contents, making the acquisition of knowledge easier and encouraging the development of values , attitudes and behaviors essential to live in a democracy. 

School Governments are spaces for children´s leading role and political participation.

[image: image17.png]



PARTICIPATION

School Governments are being developed at schools in the City of Buenos Aires and in different MUnicipalities of the Province of  Buenos Aires. Also, at schools of the 4th  Educational  Region in the Province of Córdoba, within an agreement with the National University of Rio Cuarto and the Net of Southern Administrations  in the Province of Córdoba (ADESUR) 




PARTICIPATION

More proposals to enable children to express, organize and participate... 

Right to Participate for Children with Special Needs 

Although national legislations  consider the integration of girls and boys with special needs, there is still a long way to achieve the institutions adaptation and the transformation of the personal practices and behaviors to guidelines that, recognizing differences, will not be discriminatory. 

Through this project, ADI aims to develop spaces of expression and participation for students with special needs, supporting their integration with other students by means of the development of shared communicational projects between special schools and EGB.

The joined realization of these projects will be a pedagogical experience of integration, whose systematization and diffusion within the educational system and the whole community, will be an expression channel for children, and will also allow to practically show the mutual benefits that mean to children the carrying out of a jointly shared task.

All children have the right to express and participate in the life of their community and all of them must have the opportunity to make it.

Supported by Save The Children Sweden (Rädda Barnen), ADI is currently preparing a situation diagnosis, especially about children´s needs around their integration and participation at school.  

PARTICIPATION 

Local Councils of Childhood and Adolescence

(COMUNYA)

The International Convention about Children´s Rights provide for the right of children to associate and meet, creating organizations to actively participate in the life of their community, but the spaces that our society gives children and adolescents to fulfill that right are few. ADI is determined to develop them and in that field it offers guidance and support to some governments to considered children and adolescents´opinion.

Through this project we collaborate with governmental teams in some municipalities, to carry out the diagnosis of children situation locally and promote in those fields, the creation of the Local Council of Childhood and Adolescence, multi-schools organizations that include representatives of governmental and non-governmental institutions that work with children and also, the organic representation of children and adolescents.

COMUNYA is a project supported by Rädda Barnen – Save the Children, Sweden.

PARTICIPTION

Opinion Poll of Children and Adolescents

This project is aimed at knowing and diffusing the opinion of boys and girls of our country, about subjects that are never questioned about, to include their point of view about social problems in the public agenda.

With that  goal, since 1996 ADI has carried out a series of  national surveys addressed to children and adolescents between 11 and 17 years old, each research is made with samples of about 650 cases, rated according to the population size, in the City of Buenos Aires and suburbs and in the cities of Tandil, Bahía Blanca, Rosario, Córdoba, Mendoza, Tucumán and Neuquén. 

Along these years, ADI has obtained the opinion of more than 6.000 boys and girls throughout the country, inquiring their view about their rights, health, school, city, violence, children´s work, future, politics, and communication media.

The results of these surveys, broadly spread by the press, have been regularly published in a free magazine “Voces con Presente y Futuro” which has published ten issues. They can be consulted at ADI´s web site: 

http://www.derechosdeinfancia.org
The project National Opinion Poll of Children and Adolescents and the publication of the magazine Voces con Presente y Futuro, has been carried out thanks to the support of Rädda Barnen, that since long ago has been developing similar activities in Peru, Ecuador, Venezuela and Colombia.

 INVESTIGATION

« Voces con presente y futuro»
 (Voices with Present and Future)
In 1996, 32 children out of 100 did not know that they had their own rights.  Voces °1

In 1999, only 9 out of 100 did not know that they have their own rights. Voces n°11.

      In 1997, 73% of children thought that their opinions are not taken into account. And 12 % believed that this happens because children do not vote, and 32% because politicians only care about important people.

Voces n°7, 1997.

In 1996, 48% of children thought that their rights are never fulfilled, and by the end of 1998 did not believe that they could be fulfilled by the year 2000. Voces n°1, 1996. Voces n°10, 1998.

88% of children think that students must participate in the creation of rules for school. 50% of them consider that for the fulfillment of their rights, the best is to join other children and get organized

Voces n°11, 1999.

In 1996, more than 99% of children thought that in the world and in the country there was a lot of violence.

However, 74% thought that at school there was few or no violence. Voces n°3, 1996.

INVESTIGATION

Community Agents for Promoting Children´s Health: Investigation in the Action.

Since 1998 ADI trains human resources in neighborhoods to promote Children´s Health Care. The work of these agents, that receive previous  training, is added to  systematic research on the situation of the population they attend, about the problem they work on in each case. 

Within this project, a study about the nutritional situation of children from 2 to 6 years old in the Municipality of San Miguel, Province of Buenos Aires was made. This work was done over a sample of 1880 children from the neighborhoods of Santa Brígida, La Gloria, La Pinta y Sarmiento.

The obtained information allowed to deduce that 7% of children from that district suffers acute malnutrition, while 50% of children with a deficient growing has a risk of dying for illnesses easily cured.  

As a result of this work, 450 cases of malnutrition received guidance and had hospital attention.

We are currently carrying out a research in the  society about maltreatment of children. 

This projects are supported by ADI thanks to the funds obtained by agreements with the National Ministry of Work and Health and Social Action and with the following enterprises: Editorial Estrada and Rock and Pop.

                                                                                                       INVESTIGATION

School Integration of Children with Special Teaching Needs

During the year 2000, ADI made an investigation about  the situation of School Integration of children  with special teaching needs in the EGB Basic General Education. This task was done in four different Municipalities of Great Buenos Aires, (Lomas de Zamora, Morón, Lanús and Alte. Brown). Within this project, several tasks were made, such as interviews, surveys and focused groups with the different actors of this process: teachers, integrating teachers, personnel of the teaching orientation teams, parents and students.  

Childhood and Organizations of the Civil Society:

The way to create a Municipal Council of Childhood and Adolescence.

The internal formal rules still in force in those institutions that work on childhood -among them school- assimilate minority with incapacity, and as the object of protection. However, it is also true that a cultural change  focused on the larger participation of children has started to take place in a lot of those institutions, both in the government field and in the civil society. This fact leads them to try to transform the traditional treatment of those subjects related to childhood and adolescence and especially, to start promoting an active participation of children over the subject matters in which they are concerned as members of society.

                                                                                                         INVESTIGATION
In that sense, together with the provincial legal reforms, the Councils of Childhood and Adolescence, spaces where civil society participates in the coordination of public policies on childhood based on the experience gathered in other countries of Latin America have started to be established. 
In our country, these councils integrated by representatives of social, educational, judicial and health services from various jurisdictions: national, provincial and municipal and by bodies of the civil society working on childhood. Likewise, the councils provide for the organic participation of children and they have been established in some jurisdiction such the case of  Mendoza and  Chubut,  just starting in the City of Buenos Aires.

ADI has started to promote the participation of OSCs in the municipal public policies  for childhood. A work, in that sense, has started in the Municipality of Lomas de Zamora whose body in charge of the Administration of Childhood and Adolescence has already started to reform its policies to adapt them to the Convention.

This work is aimed at deepening the knowledge over the sector of OSCs working on  childhood in Lomas de Zamora generating a study that will be used to call the non-governmental institutions to create the Municipal Council.  
                                                                              INVESTIGATION
Training

ADI carries out training activities directed to the technical personnel and agents of the community, professionals and non-professionals, to complete their knowledge on  Human Rights and specially, Children´s Rights.

This activity is focused at fulfilling the specific needs and demands of each group, about the theoretical and technical resources required to develop their work in a respectful environment  which promotes children´s rights and also to face the prevention and solution of situations in which children are vulnerable.

Until present, ADI has offered training through different seminars and courses to more than 1500 public officers, teachers and community agents.

In the Educational Field:
( Between 1993 and 1997, through agreements with the National Ministry of Education, ADI coordinated training seminars and courses directed to public officers of the educational field, directors and teachers in several provinces of our country.

· Since 1998, through agreements with the Secretariat of Education of the City of Buenos Aires and through the Training School (CePa) we have made more than 20 courses directed to teachers.

In the Community Field:

· Since 1998, through agreements with the Ministry of Work and Social Action, ADI has trained community agents to promote children´s health and the prevention of maltreatment in the Municipality of San Miguel, Province of Buenos Aires.

TRAINING

DIFFUSION
Since its creation, ADI carries out activities to promote and give information about the fulfillment of children´s rights, through campaigns by means of different media, directed to children and to the community in general.

In Schools

Campaigns “Children and Adolescents´ Rights Week”

During the years 1995, 1996 and 1997, together with the National Ministry of Education and with the support of Rädda Barner,  ADI made these campaigns.
Every year, coincidentally with the date of promulgation of the United Nations Convention, in November, schools throughout the country receive a booklet with didactic proposals to intensively work on the Children´s Rights with their students during a week and at the end of it, produce concrete promotion actions of those rights by means of the organization of public events and the diffusion of the matter in the massive media.  

These campaigns took place in thousands of schools in Argentina and through them millions of students, knew and spread their rights.

In the Media

Since 1996 ADI is making diffusion campaigns about children´s rights through radio and TV.

ADI and FM Radio Rock & Pop.

During the years1996, 1997 and 1998, FM Rock & Pop granted spaces and technical resource to spread promotion messages of children rights made by ADI.

From these radio campaigns, besides the children that participated with their voices on the messages, many important people in the media offered their help, such as Mario Pergolini, Lalo Mir, Cecilia Dopazzo, Juan di Natale, Román Lejman and many more. 

DIFFUSION

On the occasion of the 12th Anniversary of the International Convention of Children´s Rights, in November 2001 a diffusion campaign about what the Convention established was carried out and we also warn about the lack of a national legislation about Childhood in accordance with which was ratified in the Convention.

ADI and the Magic Channel

During 1997 and 1998, the TV Channel Magic Kids broadcasted a series of spots promoting children´s rights, featured by children and produced by ADI. 

The “ADI Spots”, broadcasted by Magic Channel, received a Special Award in the category “Children-Adolescents”, during the First Latin-American Encounter” of Ral (Latin America Network) Television, that took place in Brazil in August en 1998 and they were exhibited in public theaters in several Latin American countries.    

These spots can be watched through the Internet at www. ral-red-org

In Common Cause Campaigns

ADI carries out Common Cause Campaigns in social emergency situations and regularly on the occasion of “Children´s Day”, under the general slogan “Every kid had the right to play”. 

It has promoted several public events by means of which it has spread out  children´s rights collecting and distributing toys, organizing cultural and recreational activities for hospitalized children.

In this field, the following actions were carried out:

(  In 1994, a concert “Daniela in Obras Sanitarias””, which gathered  5.000  children and was sponsored and technically supported by the Producer Company Rock and Pop.

· In 1995, the campaign “With right to always feel good” with the support of the Foundation Música Esperanza and the following companies EMI, Sony Music, Philips, Editorial Troquel and Varta, which donated posters, walkman, cassettes and batteries, concerts were made and books, music and games distributed to pedriatic rooms in municipal hospitals and in Garraham Hospital.

· From 1995 to 2001, the “Right to Play and Recreation Campaign”. Up to 1999 it was a joined task of ADI and Rock & Pop, by means of which toys were collected and distributed in recreational activities in institutions which directly addressed boys and girls in our Federal Capital and Great Buenos Aires. Since 2000, Radio del Plata and the Buenos Aires Zoo joined the Campaign, and also Rock & Pop Net, thus including all the inner cities of our country which rebroadcast its programs. (Rosario, Neuquén, Córdoba, Tucumán, Mar del Plata y Corrientes). In the year 2001 Radio America, Aspen and Metro joined the campaign, collecting and distributing 11.000 toys.
(  In 1996 Concert of the band A.N.I.M.A.L. in Cemento, through which thousands of toys were collected, which were interchanged for tickets and then distributed to Children Homes, schools and among the sons and daughters of women in Ezeiza´s jail. 

(  In 1997,  1998, 1999, 2000 y 2001  “Children´s Day at the Zoo”, more than a thousand children from homes and schools celebrated their day with a free visit to the Buenos Aires Zoo, enjoying educational and recreational activities, a snack and gifts.

DIFFUSION

Material Production
All of the educational and rights promotion projects carried out by ADI, go with the production of didactic and promotional material:

Children and Adolescents´ Rights Week Campaign

Collection of booklets with didactic proposals to work with the Children´s Right with students  from all educational levels. 



School Government


MATERIAL PRODUCTION

All Together


Munijuego


Voces con presente y futuro


MATERIAL PRODUCTION

Prevention of Children maltreatment



Besides, ADI issues and distributes massively and freely the text of the International Convention and produces posters, brochures and stickers to diffuse children´s rights. 

MATERIAL PRODUCTION

We need support to ...

· Carry out a testing experience of integration with children directed to the joint production of different expressive and communicational resources: videos, radio programs, newspapers, etc.  

· Systematize the experience and produce teaching training resources that favored its continuity and multiplication.  

· Make a public event to increase the value of the experience of children and to allow its broad diffusion. 

And to continue our project “Right to participate for children with special needs”.

· Publish and distribute the publication that summarizes the product of 10 surveys carried out since 1996.

· Continue to make studies and to spread  the opinion of children that include new methodological approaches to gather the information.

And to continue with the development of the project Children and Adolescents´ Opinion Polls
· Enlarge and diversify  the formation of community agents.

· Deepen and continue the actions started in the community.

· Produce didactic materials  to accompany the task of the agents.

· Publish and spread the studies that result from work in the field.

And to continue sustaining the project for the formation of community agents for the Promotion of Children´s Rights


http://www.derechosdelainfancia.org
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«there is  no bigger


right than the right


of a child»








Section 13 to 16: Freedom of expression; right to search, receive and spread information and ideas of all kind; freedom of thought and religion; freedom of association and of assembly; right not to be object of arbitrary interferences in their private lives, family, house and papers.    





Section 22: To petition in its own name before the appropriate governmental bodies, to request refugee or assistance.  





Section 37 and 40: Not to be illegally deprived of liberty, having the right in such a case to be directly and speedy informed about the charges against him/her, to have the appropriate assistance of counsel during the prosecution before the competent  court or authority and to make or have made a cross examination of witnesses against him, and to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor; always respecting human dignity.








It is a Swedish non-governmental organization of international cooperation, free of any political or religious ideology, that works for improving boys and girls conditions of living. Its principal office is in  Stockholm, and is supported by more than 300 local and regional delegations, 100.000 members and 250.000  permanent assistants.


Since its foundation immediately after the First World War, Rädda Barnen integrates the Save the Children Alliance, which was created in London in 1919, with the aim to help children victims of the conflict.


Today, Save the Children is integrated by 26 autonomous organizations, non-governmental and non-denominational, that promote and make actions in favor of  children, from the diffusion of rights to the direct assistance. The Alliance decides its policies in the Members Annual Meeting and executes its actions through a Commission integrated by the member organizations: Denmark, Sweden, United Kingdom, Canada and the United States.


In the regional order, Rädda Barnen has its principal office in Lima, Perú, and to develop its activity in the region is supported by national NGOs which are selected for the coincidences about the way of understanding childhood policies and for their ability to put into practice programs under development.





The following are the NGOs that work with Rädda Barnen in South America.





	Argentina: 	ADI. Asociación para los Derechos de la Infancia


	Chile: 		PRODENI


	Colombia: 	Fundación Rafael Pombo


	Ecuador: 	DNI. Defensa de los Niños Internacional


	Paraguay: 	Global Infancia


	Perú: 		Acción por los Niños (specially),  Generación, Proyección, 				CODENI, CEDISA, IRESIMA, among others.


Venezuela: 	CECODAP. Centros Comunitarios de Aprendizaje	











Rädda Barnen (Save the Children Sweden)





It is a space  composed of a group of non-governmental organizations that work on childhood and adolescence which started to join in the middle of year 2001 with the aim to develop a report about the situation of childhood in Argentina to be presented in February 2002 before the Children´s Rights Committee of the United Nations.


  


The following institutions integrate the group: Asociación para los Derechos de la Infancia (ADI); Anahí; Asamblea Permanente por los Derechos Humanos (APDH); El Arca; Pelota de Trapo and Surcos.





Around 70 non-governmental organizations support the report, among them: CELS, Centro de Estudios Legales y Sociales, SERPAJ - Servicio de Paz y Justicia –Argentina-, Madres de Plaza de Mayo, Línea Fundadora, Hna Marta Pelloni, CELIJ, CORREPI, Coordinator contra la Represión Policial, Cátedra libre de Derechos Humanos U.B.A. and others.




































































NGO´s Group of


Childhood and Adolescence





get organized





represent


their pairs





 Choose their


representatives





express their


opinions





participate








In the school government


children...


los ccos...











Between October and November 1996, as a closing for the II Educative Campaign  “Children´s Rights Week”, ADI promoted School Congresses in schools of the Educational District N° 11 in the city of Buenos Aires and in all schools in the Province of Catamarca. Children at  children´s centers and institutes also joined this provincial experience.


This action was made to stimulate the development of School Governments, and those who participated analyzed problems, and found solutions, presented proposals, exercising civil rights.  





School Congresses











This project is carried out with the support of Save The Children Sweden (Rädda Barnen), it is sponsored by the Education Secretariat of the City of Buenos Aires and it has been declared of provincial interest by the Legislatures of the province of Buenos Aires and the province of Córdoba.  
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It is a series of 10 booklets that expose data of the Children and Adolescents´ Opinion Polls.





It is a circuit game that enables children to know and get acquaint with the proposal.


Besides, the project has a video that registers the experience of the project of School Governments in the City of Buenos Aires. 





Didactic booklets for the three levels of EGB. They present proposals to work about organization, participation and representation, that are core factors in the development of this proposal and orientation to fulfill projects with children in the classroom, school and neighborhood.








Explanatory booklets about the bases and development of the proposal.


Didactic Poster that synthetically explains the objectives, bases and structure of the School Governments.


Operational Regulation Proposal for a School Government.


Brochure to spread the proposal among children. 








“What can and must do the School before Children Maltreatment”; it is a material produced together with the National Ministry of education that offers practical resources  to approach  the situations of maltreatment identify at school.


Diffusion brochures about children maltreatment, produced to support the agents activity. 








A s o c i a c i ó n    p a r a    l o s    D e r e c h o s    d e    l a    I n f a n c i a 

Rivadavia 2057 5° E Buenos Aires telephone 49537644   e-mail: adiadi@ciudad.com.ar
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